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The Mission Statement:



Rollerchairball is first and foremost a Catholic Based Gentlemen’s* Sport. All questions about the legality of a play, timeliness of a call, questions of a call, etc. shall first be subject to the mission statement.



Eucharistic Adoration

All officially sanctioned Rollerchairball nights will be started or finished with a visit to Our Lord Jesus Christ truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of Holy Eucharist. Eucharistic adoration is mandatory for all Rollerchairball players to be eligible to play that night. 



All Rollerchairball games must be played in the presence of Edmond J. Cotter or Michael A. Barone due to concerns of player safety as well as legal liability of the church. Any team in violation of this rule will be suspended from the league indefinitely and will only be re-admitted at the discretion of Mike and Eddie.  





The Ruling Board

The board will consist of the four founding fathers those being:

Edmund Cotter Jr.

Brandon Lock

Brandon Scherer

Andrew Snow

plus Mike.



Anything deemed sanctioned by the league must be at the approval of  these Five. 



The responsibilities of this body include, but are not limited to:



Creation of teams and pairing of partners.

Creating and maintaining the official Rollerchairball League Rules Handbook.

Sanctioning of players.�Establishment of rules and terminology.

 

How to become League Sanctioned 



A game is league sanctioned only when both teams are league sanctioned. Play must go to at least Thirty points.

A game is an exhibition game when all initiate players have completed the observation requirement to become league sanctioned. Play goes to at least Twenty points.

  

A. Individually.



To become League Sanctioned individually one must observe two league sanctioned games.

And then play in at least one exhibition game**.  The player must read and sign the league copy of the official rulebook and may be required by the league fathers plus Mike to take a written test . Then the player must apply to the ruling board.



* Gentlemen’s hereby denotes fairness of intention, good will toward fellow players, and a brains over brawn nature of  play. It does not represent Gender Specific Discrimination.



**All proceeds from exhibition games must go to charity. Typically but not limited to The Disfigured Italians Fund.









B. Team Sanctioning



To become a league sanctioned team all players must complete the above requirements and these following:



After the Founding Fathers have posted team pairings, the team has a period of one week* to decide upon:

	   

Team Name  (i.e.  Brandon United,  Saint Francis Military Academy)

Team “Nickname”  (i.e.  International Men Of Mystery,  Rangers)

Team Colors

Team Patron Saint

Team Emblem



Upon completing the above requirements, the team applying for sanctioning must present all of the     

        above to the ruling board, who will then vote upon each item.



After all of these requirements have been met, the recently sanctioned team must host a press 

       conference to announce their arrival into the league before playing in any games.  (Snacks may be   

       served.)



Description of the Game



Rollerchairball shall be played in the basement of the Lamy Center, hereby to be known as Father Dean Arena, or “The Arena,” with players sitting in a league approved Rollerchair, hereby to be known as “the horse(s)” and wearing league required gear.   All games must also be played in the presence of either Mike or Eddie.�

A play ends when either a player is downed, two wheels go out of bounds, the ball goes out of bounds, or the ball ends up in a position where it is either dangerous or impossible for multiple players to retrieve, as called by the referee.



A. League Sanctioned Gear



All players must wear a bicycle-type helmet and elbow pads, and athletic shoes (NO SANDALS, SLIPPERS, OR OTHER POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS TYPE OF FOOT COVERING.)



The game consists of two teams of two players, attempting to cross their goal line while in possession of the “ball.”*    Each team is given three downs per possession to achieve a goal.  The defensive team has the opportunity to stop each play by downing the opponent in possession of the ball.  Downing is defined as a simultaneous two-hand tap on the rear section of the chair, behind the “curve” of the chair, and to the outside of the sitting area.  



*The ball is a tied CHILD’S size t-shirt, apron, or towel, appropriately sanctioned by the league























Scoring

Goals are each worth two point five (2.5) points.

Points may also be attained by the following methods:



Safety - a player downed in his or her own end zone in the possession of the ball, except on an      

interception or other turnover on that play.



Half Safety - If a player is in his own end zone (two or more wheels over the line), and he throws out of bounds (side lines only, not back of end zone), the result will be a Half Safety and the opposing team will be awarded 5.5 points. This is based on the idea that on an incomplete pass that goes out of bounds, the ball is spotted from the position of the last possession. In the case of a fumble, interception, or other type of turnover the half safety will not count and will result in a normal touch back, unless the offensive player has crossed the goal line (two or more wheels) and come out of his end zone and then gone back into his own end zone, before throwing the incomplete pass.   



Snowing - any player called  for use of the facilities (aka The House Of Commons), ingesting food or  

drink during a game, even during a time-out period, forfeits one point to the opposing team.



Reverse Snowing - AKA Dropping One In The Saddle- Any player man (or woman) enough to drop a

load in his/her chair to avoid a Snowing call automatically wins the game for their team.  The shorts

of this player will be freeze-dried (but not cleaned) and put in the Hall Of Fame.  Must be subjected 

to the approval of the Inspector who will make the call official.



Reverse Snowing – Is now thoroughly illegal. A player of any stature who reverse snows will be shunned aand never allowed to play RCB again. Furthermore he or she will be banned from even sitting in a chair with wheels on it (including when he or she is older and needs a wheelchair or a scooter) for the rest of this life and at least ½ of the next life! Reverse Snowing is now referred to as “Jancing your pants” after Nate Jance of Chippewa Falls Wisconsin. (Enough said on that!)  



Out-Of-Bounds On Kickoff - Any team throwing the ball out of bounds three times on a kick off 

forfeits the game and the opposing team is awarded ninety (90) points. Any and each on-side kick that does not go two thirds of the way down the field counts as an out of bounds.



Penalties 



Snowing - See above.



Cheeking - All players must keep two cheeks in the seat of his/her chair. Any player removing a cheek 

will be called for “cheeking.”  Two warning calls will be made, after which the player will have to sit 

out for one play.  No team can benefit in any way from a cheeking call.  (Any action taken out of the 

chair is void.)



Un-Gentlemanly Conduct - ONLY to be called by Edmund Cotter Jr. Or Mike.  Any conduct that is 

ruled unbecoming of a gentleman, including but not limited to violent actions or disparaging remarks at 

any point before, during, or after any play, or possibly after a game. Each player gets one (1) warning

call if action or attitude persists, an actual first violation will be called, resulting in two plays in the

penalty box for the offending player. A second violation merits ejection from the game and forfeiture

of the match, as well as two penalty plays assessed on the offending player at the beginning of their

team’s next sanctioned game.  



Holding - No player may hold onto another players chair in a grasping motion for any longer than 

one second.  If a  defensive player is caught holding the ball immediately is moved to either the 

penalty square or half the distance to the goal.  



        Sweep-Pinning - No player may use his/her arms to pin an opponent in an immovable position for

        more than a count of three.	











Excessive Huddling - Each team is allowed three (3) huddles per game. No team shall call or     

partake in a 4th huddle. To do so will result in an Excessive Huddling call made by the referee. After  

which one player from the offending team must sit in the penalty box for one full play. Excessive 

Huddling calls are at the discretion of the referee and must not be questioned in any un-gentlemanly   

manner or they may be elevated to the Excessive Huddling with one (1) count of 

ungentlemanly conduct. 





Terms:





The Bunt or On side Kick

        On a kick off the ball must go at least two thirds of the way down the field to be considered “in bounds”. Two thirds of the way down the field will be determined by the clearly marked/drawn lines or when in lack of  clearly marked/drawn lines the referees will make the call.

  

Out-Of-Bounds -  Anything going outside of the two parallel lines on either side of the playing field,    

        including but not limited to the end zone, which designate the safe playing area.  



Incomplete Pass - Only when the ball is out-of-bounds, or the ball is decided to have been deliberately  

         over-thrown, as called by the referee.  Results in a loss of down.



Jump Ball - Any ball in possession of two opposing players at one time results in a referee calling the 

        ball downed, which is only to be called as a result of potentially dangerous physical contact between the 

        players, ball remains possession of the offense after a three count by the referee, unless it was a third

        down play, at which point the ball is turned over to the opposing team.

 

Jump Ball In Motion - If a defensive player grabs the ball and is able to pull the offensive player toward   him, the ball will be considered in motion and the play continues until such time as the offensive player can stop his own motion with the ball still in hand. If an offensive player is “dragged” over his own teams end zone by the player on the defense and the player on the defense has co-possession of the ball (Jump Ball formation) the defensive player’s team will be awarded the points.    



Wheel The Line! - Wheel the line! Will or may be shouted by the referee or any player on a kickoff. The    term denotes the required action that all players have at least two (2) wheels over their own goal line during a kick off. A call of “Off-sides” or “Encroachment” will result in a do-over situation but not a loss of downs if any player has more than two (2) wheels on the playing field before the “kickoff”. The history of the term comes from the Irish based call to “Toe the Line!” which was used by Irish immigrants in the gentlemanly sport of boxing. The call to “Toe the Line!” was made at the beginning of a fight as each person placed a toe to a line drawn (usually with chalk) between the two opponents to insure that both were ready and willing to proceed. To wheel the line in Rollerchairball signifies the same.



Ching! -The prominent display of the stiffening or stiffened little finger of either hand as if politely sipping warm tea from a fine china cup accompanied with the verbally spoken word “Ching”. Any remark or comment by any league sanctioned individual at any time that can be construed as an excuse for losing a game or making a bad play will be met with a “Ching”.  i.e. “ I played badly because I was tired ” or any mention at all at any time of a Rollerchairball induced injury. i.e. “ Man I’m sore from last nights game” or “I can barely walk because Andy ran over my foot” or “ I think I pulled a muscle”. There is no penalty connected to a Ching, only shame and possible loss of stature as a player.

  







Double Ching- The prominent display of the stiffening or stiffened little fingers of both hands, accompanied with the verbally spoken words “Double Ching”.  One is double chinged if the offence is greater than the average ching. As in “ That’s not fair I’m tired from the two previous games I’ve played and you are fresh off the bench” or “ My helmet doesn’t fit right and it is giving me a headache.”   Double Chinging may be accomplished simultaneously or consecutively (one at a time) as in “Ching…Ching!” with the emphasis on the second “Ching”. There is no penalty connected to a Double Ching,  only greater shame and possible loss of stature as a player.



Ching Wah- In rare instances the offending player may be awarded a black belt in the ancient martial art of “Ching Wah” . That is to say when the sheer magnitude of a statement is deemed so “Sissygirl” that it causes every player present to ching and/or Double ching the offending player a black belt in Ching Wah will be awarded. Ching being self explanatory and a “Wah” being added to mimic the small crying or weeping sound of a big baby. Black belts in Ching Wah may be accumulated, collected, and possibly even displayed, in a nice case somewhere.  There is no penalty connected to black belts in Ching Wah, only The Ultimate Shame and possible loss of stature as a player.



Tie and Fly- The tie and fly denotes a move whereby  a player on the offence, not in possession of the ball, rolls out of bounds and around one of the arena pillars to “tie up” the defending player. Tie and Fly is totally legal.



Spider Climbing – Spider Climbing is not allowed. SC is where a player grabs the horse of another player with one hand and pulls the chair back into position to be downed with both hands. A spider climb is not an official down and the play continues. SC can and should be called by the Ref. If the play stops due to a spider climb the down is re-played from the original scrimmage line of that play.  





Terms Continued



Snap - Point at the line of scrimmage where the offense must use the word “Hike,” “Hut,” or “Go” to indicate that the play has begun.



Live Ball - Any ball, after the snap that remains on the field or end zone that is in a non-dangerous position.



       

End Line - The third anchoring strut of the banister leading to the cafeteria. And the Kindergarten 

                   Temporary wall.



Coin Toss- All games begin with a coin toss by the referee. Using Eddie’s Christian/Pagan stone from

Crog Patrick or a standard US minted coin. The team winning the coin toss is given the option of deferring or receiving on the opening kick off. The other team picks the end zone they will defend until halftime. 



Half Time - The point at which either team reaches or exceeds one half ( ½) the points needed to win the 

                    game. At Half Time opposing teams will switch end-zones. This is done in order to make full 

                    use of the skills needed to score and or defend both a shallow long end zone, and a short deep

                    end zone.



Referee -     A referee must be a league sanctioned player. There may be no more than two referees per 

                    game. When two referees are present each patrols a side line. Referees may be asked to take a

                    special course in the fineries of Rollerchairball.

















Whistle -     The league will provide one (1) official league approved whistle to the referee at the time of the beginning of a new game. Whistles generally are of the “Lance Whistle Pop” variety and can be purchased (at the Jordanian Carry-Out across from Lamy Center’s Fr. Dean Arena) for the modest price of $0.25. A referee may keep the same whistle to referee two or more games in a row. However new whistles will be at least offered at the beginning of each official game.   

                    Blowing of the whistle will signify the end of a play or the beginning of one.



Bite the whistle - Any former referee who is not immediately refereeing the next game must bite the whistle pop and render it inaudible so as to avoid confusing true end of play whistles from errant noise from the side lines. 



Sweet Corn - The term “Sweet Corn” is used to express the ecstatic feeling that is felt after the execution of a play that is so flawless that it either completely catches the opposition off guard, or renders any attempt at it’s refusal futile.  The term “Sweet Corn” may be employed after a high scoring play as in a safety, however it’s common use after any really good play is quite acceptable and, at times, even  encouraged.



“Stolen Granny” AKA “The stolen Granny” AKA “Stealing Granny’s Ball Of Yarn” AKA “Knitting Needles Play”- So named for the posture of the players before, during, and after, this action happens. When the ball is snatched away from the quarterback Immediately following the snap. This play often leaves the quarterback so dazzled and confused that it almost always results in a score for the defense.  



Sylvia’s Lamp- The name of the most coveted trophy in all of sports. Also known by it’s lesser names “The Golden Wheel” and “The Holy Rollerchairball Trophy” Sylvia’s lamp shines brightly for all to see.  Remembering that Rollerchairball is the official game of the new millenium, Silvia’s Lamp becomes a true beacon of all that is good and righteous in the otherwise dark and turbulent world of sports. As we leave this century of evil and war behind we hold up Sylvia’s Lamp as the top honor of excellence a shining and bright new hope to strive for in the Rollerchairball arena. 



Wingspan - This term refers to the length of the arms of a given player. Wingspan is often referred to when speaking of an advantage or disadvantage that a given team or player may have in reaching for and catching a pass.



Ramming AKA Ram-N-Slam - Rolling your “Horse” or “Chair” at excessive speeds which result in a hard bump or slam into a wall, pillar, or another player. Excessive Ramming may be punishable by one (1) count of Ungentleman-like conduct.



Control Your Horse - A request or command (depending on the degree of violence or intention of the incident) given by the referee to a given player who is demonstrating reckless abandon and possibly “Ramming”.  



Jetting- When an offensive player is in possession of the ball and his team mate pushes his chair to aid in his forward motion. Jetting is legal and may even demonstrate a higher level of skill than the average player. 

 

Trophy Stroking AKA Inducing the Genie- When a player becomes totally ecstatic over a win and, after being awarded the highly coveted and prized “Sylvia’s Lamp” caresses the trophy in a loving manner. Trophy stroking is not illegal however, it may border on the sin of  Pride depending on the degree to which it is done.















Terms continued



Press Conference- Always held approximately ten minutes after each game. A press conference allows all the players and the referee of any given match (be it Official or Exhibition) to give their own personal “comments on the game”. It also allows each player a chance to answer questions of the press and fans. The only rules of a press conference are that they be governed by a “gentleman-like” conduct and that remarks made there in are not disparaging to other players of that or any other game of Rollerchairball. Also each member of the press must wait to be recognized by the player and clearly identify him/herself at the beginning of each question.   



Awards & Picture Taking-  At the end of the press conference the match will be sanctioned officially by announcing the score and  voting to sanction the game. All league sanctioned players will show their acceptance of the score by slapping the table with an open palm.  When the match has been officially sanctioned by all league players present the trophy (Sylvia’s Lamp) will be awarded to the winning team by any beautiful woman present.  At the time of the awarding of Syvia’s Lamp there will be a photo opportunity for the press.  





 

�



Application for League Sanctioning of an Individual Player





Name: 								      



Age: 		



Year Of Graduation From High School 				





Telephone Number 					



Alias (If Any) 						



Mother’s Maiden Name 					



Father’s Alias (If Any) 					





Completion of:��First League Game Observed  			



Second League Game Observed 			



Exhibition Game Participation 			



Written Test  					



�Application for League Sanctioning of a Team



								Approved?    Yes         No



Team Name 							   	      	      	





Team Nickname 								      	      	





Team Colors 							                   	     	





Team Patron Saint 							     	    	





Team Emblem (May be submitted on back or on attached paper)		    	    	









 



















Return to Founding Fathers Plus Mike upon completion.


